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Highlights
Hearing on the situation of the EU beekeeping sector

AGRI is organising on 29 May at 15.00 a hearing on "the
situation of the EU apicultural sector”. Invited experts
include Péter Bross, President of the Hungarian Beekeepers
Association  and Member of the "Honey Advisory Group" in
DG AGRI, Peter Maske, President of the German Beekeepers
Association, Etienne Bruneau, Chair of Copa-Cogeca’s
working party on honey, Thierry Dufresne, President-
Founder of the Observatoire Français d'Apidologie,  Piotr
Medrzycki, Researcher at the Council for Agricultural
Research and Economics and Norman Carreck, Member of
the International Bee Research Association. The hearing will
be divided into two parts: the first on the global situation
and challenges of the EU apicultural sector and the second
on apiculture from the scientific side with the presentation
of some "pilot-projects" and initiatives in the sector.

Exchange of views with FAO Director-General Jose Graziano Da Silva

Jose Graziano da Silva, Director-General of FAO will be
invited to present on 30 May (last item on the agenda) the
recent FAO report of February 2017 on “The future of Food
and Agriculture - Trends and Challenges”. This will be a
unique opportunity for AGRI Members to exchange views
with the FAO chair on the nature of the challenges that
agriculture and food systems are facing now or will face into
the 21th century.
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Work in progress
Integrated farm statistics : presentation of draft report

Viorica Dăncilă (S&D, RO) will present her draft report on
‘integrated farm statistics’. At stake is a legislative overhaul
of the Farm Structure Survey (FSS) which has existed since
1966 and provides harmonised data on the structure and
activities of EU farms by surveying individual farms. It
includes an agricultural census which takes place roughly
every 10 years. The proposal seeks to introduce greater
flexibility into data gathering, for instance by allowing one-
off data to be collected on specific topics via delegated acts.

Promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources - draft opinion
Marijana Petir (EPP, RO), AGRI rapporteur will have a first
exchange of views with Members on the legislative
proposal to amend the existing directive on the "Promotion
of the use of energy from renewable sources".  The
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) is the
lead Committee on this proposal but the AGRI committee
will be associated for the parts under its competence.

Votes
Resolution for objection to the delegated act on greening

After an extension of the deadline for objection to the new
delegated act on the “greening” component of direct
payments to farmers, a motion for resolution to object to
that act will be put to the vote in Committee. During the
internal procedure two proposals for objection, providing
different justifications, have been put forward by Stuart
Agnew (EFDD, UK) and Albert Dess (EPP, DE) respectively.

Laying down rules for the marketing of fertilisers in the EU - AGRI opinion

Members will vote on the draft opinion by Jan Huitema
(ALDE, NL) on fertilisers. 515 amendments have been tabled
in total by the rapporteur and AGRI Members and 12
compromise amendments have been negotiated among
shadow rapporteurs. IMCO, the Committee on Internal
market is the lead committee on this file whereas AGRI and
the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food
Safety (ENVI) are associated committees.

Including agriculture and forestry into the EU’s 2030 climate change objectives

319 amendments were tabled to the draft opinion by
Elisabeth Köstinger (EPP, AT) on the legislative proposal
related to the inclusion of agriculture and forestry in the so-
called LULUCF sectors (for land use, land-use change and
forestry) into the Union’s climate policy framework. A
couple of compromise amendments were negotiated
among shadow rapporteurs. The Committee on
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) is the
lead committee on this proposal.
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EU Action for sustainability - AGRI opinion
Members will vote on the draft opinion by Ulrike Müller
(ALDE, DE), on the own initiative report on “EU Action for
sustainability” to be adopted by ENVI, the Committee on
Environment, Health and Food Safety. 153 amendments
have been tabled and 11 compromise amendments were
negotiated in order to facilitate the vote.

EU budget 2018 - Mandate for the Trilogue
Members will vote on the draft AGRI opinion on the
mandate for this year’s budgetary trilogue, prepared by the
AGRI rapporteur for the 2018 budgetary procedure, Tibor
Szányi (S&D, HU). They have tabled 67 amendments to this
draft opinion. The rapporteur has negotiated 9 compromise
amendments in order to facilitate the vote.

Next committee meeting
19 June 2017 (15.00 - 18.30) Brussels
20 June 2017 (9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 -18.30) Brussels

Useful links
AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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